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SUB J : CENSORIAL ANTICS 

THE GOI'S CENSORS DISPLAYED UNUSUAL AND SOMEWHAT 
PUZZLING ZEAL IN EXCISING THREE ITEMS FROM SEP 9 
PACIFIC EDITION OF ' TIME" MAGAZINE. BLACKED-OUT 
ITEMS WERE TWO HAMMER AND SICKLE EMBLEMS (ONE IN PHOTO- 
GRAPH OF PORTUGAL'S COMMUNIST LEADER, ANOTHER IN CARTOON 
ON ISRAELI-SOVIET NAVAL CONFRONTATION) AND ONE LETTER 
IN "FORUM" SECTIONPROTESTING ALLEGED WHITE HOUSE CULT 
OF "GODLINESS." IN RECENT MEMORY, THE INDONESIAN 
CENSORS' GREASEPAINT HAS BEEN LARGELY RESERVED FOR 
CLEAVAGE OR FOR CRITICISM OF INDONESIA BOTH OF WHICH 
HAVE LONG BEEN CONSIDERED UNSUITABLE FOR LOCAL CIRCULA- 
TION. "TIME" EXCISIONS COULD CONCEIVABLY BE EXPLAINED 
BY GOI NERVOUSNESS OVER IDENTIFICATION OF PORTUGAL (WITH 
WHOM GOI WANTS TO NEGOTIATE ON TIMOR INDEPENDENCE QUESTION) 
AND ARABS (WHOM GOI SUPPORTS IN MIDEAST CONFLICT) WITH 
SOVIET COMMUNISM, AND "GODLINESS" ARTICLE MAY BE CONSIDERED 
TO HAVE UNFORTUNATE IMPLICATIONS IN INDONESIAN CONTEXT 
WHERE OFFICIAL RELIGIOSITY REACHES A PEAK DURING MOSLEM 
FASTING MONTH (WHICH JUST BEGAN), BUT SUCH EXPLANATIONS 
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WHOLE EPISODE RATHER RIDICULOUS. WE SUSPECT REAL EXPLANA- 
TION MAY BE A NEW AND INEXPERIENCED BRUSH OR OTHER TEMPORARY 
ABERRATION AT THE CENSOR SHOP. BUT WILL WATCH FUTURE ISSUES 
TO SEE IF CURRENT DAUBINGS CONCEIVABLY HERALD MORE LASTING 
CHANGE IN LEVEL OF GOI SENSITIVITY ABOUT CONTENTS OF 
FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS. 
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